
Fine, interesting, golf courses 
are now to be found all over 
Europe. However, most may 
not be considered sufficiently 
different from those we play 

here in the United States to warrant a trip 
especially to play them. But for those people 
who want some golf built into any vacation 
they take, we can plan one with the most 
interesting courses in the area. There are, 
however, some exceptions to this general 
rule, and Portugal immediately springs to 
mind as a country that is worth visiting just 
to play golf. 

Portugal offers an all around superb golfing 
experience. The courses are magnificent, 
the atmosphere and weather warm and the 
cost is reasonable. Golf in Portugal is divided 
between two distinct areas – The Algarve on 
the south coast and the Estoril Coast just 
west of Lisbon. The Algarve was a backwater 
until it was developed into Portugal’s premier 
tourist area over the past forty years or so. 
It now has a full range of top quality resorts 
and golf courses. It is particularly popular 
with northern Europeans because of its mild 
winter climate. 

While most visiting American golfers tend 
to head to the better known Algarve, they 
make a big mistake if they don’t also include 
the Estoril Coast. This area is essentially a 
commuting suburb of Lisbon, the country’s 
capital and was throughout much of the 20th 
century the preferred place of residence for 
deposed European monarchs. It has some of 
the finest golf courses to be found anywhere 
in the world, including some pure links, 
worthy of Scotland or Ireland. Added to this, 
it is surrounded by beautiful countryside, 
2000 years of history and has close proximity 
to one of the world’s most charming capital 
cities. Estoril is also home to one of Europe’s 
largest casinos.

Spain is also a country which attracts 
its share of visiting golfers. These mostly 
visit the Costa del Sol on the south coast, 
which got a head start in the development 
of tourism and particularly golf courses. 
Its reputation was enhanced in 1997 when 
local club, Valderrama, became the first 
European Ryder Cup venue outside the 
United Kingdom. Valderrama is just one of 
a wide inventory of golf clubs and resorts.  
The other golfing area in Spain worthy of 
consideration is the Costa Brava, the coastal 
area between Barcelona, the Pyrenees and 
the French border. Golf is also a relatively 
recent arrival in the Costa Brava but a few of 
its courses, most notably PGA Catalunya, 
are alone worthy of a trip to play. 
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 It seems like every week players from the Southern Hemisphere are 
on the leader board of the PGA Tour. Most don’t read anything 
more into this other than that these countries obviously have excel-
lent golfing facilities on which their young players learned the game. 
We, of course, know that this is a fact and that golf has been played 

in these destinations for at least as long as in the United States. Increasingly 
we find that Americans are leaving the frigid Northern Hemisphere to travel 
to the warm Southern Hemisphere to indulge in their passion for the game. 
The added incentive is that each of these countries is a fascinating and 
exotic destination, well beyond its fine golf courses. We are happy to plan a 
memorable trip for you.

Argentina, Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Africa

Kauri Cliffs – New Zeland

�

While not viewed as primary golfing 
destinations, France and Italy are two 
other European destinations which offer 
fine golfing experiences. In each of these 
countries golf has been played since the 
early twentieth century when courses were 
laid out to attract wealthy British visitors. 
In France, Paris and all the most popular 
tourist areas around its coast, such as 
Normandy, Brittany, Bordeaux and the 
Riviera, have championship level golf 
courses, many of them with unique local 
characteristics. In Italy the main golfing 
areas are around Florence and around 
lakes Como, Garda and Maggiore in 
northern Italy. 

the Southern Hemisphere

Chapelco – Argentina

Continental Europe

Sperone Golf Club – Corsica

Flamingos Golf Club – Spain

Terre Blanche, 
Four Seasons

Provence, France

Fancourt – South Africa
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tions and international airlines. 

We are a leading tour operator 

for international golf travel and 

know our golf destinations 

intimately and understand the 

needs of the golf traveler. If all 

you want is to play as much 

golf as possible, stay at relatively 

simple accommodation, we can 

arrange that for you. If, however, 

other elements of a vacation 

such as quality hotels or inns, 

dining and sightseeing are an 

important part of the overall 

experience, we have the destina-

tion knowledge to arrange that 

for you as well.
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 Scotland likes to call itself 
“The Home of Golf” but 
this does not do full justice 
to its place in the game. It 
indicates that the game of 

golf originated in Scotland and that it has 
the oldest courses in the world but it does 
not indicate the depth and quality of these 
courses. Yes, of course there is St Andrews 
but, in truth, outstanding courses are to be 
found throughout this fascinating country. 
Playing only in St. Andrews does not do 
justice to what Scotland has to offer. To 
facilitate the planning of your golf trip, 
we have divided Scotland into its three 
main golfing areas. These are St. Andrews, 
Southwest Scotland and the Highlands. 
These areas are not mutually exclusive 
but can be linked together, depending on 
available time. 

Scotland

St. Andrews

With over thirty courses within easy driv-
ing distance of the town of St. Andrews, 
this area has the greatest concentration of 
courses to be found anywhere in Europe. 
However, all courses are not equal so 
some selection is required. Of course 
everyone wants to play the Old Course, 
but we also recommend the New Course, 
Kingsbarns, Carnoustie, and Crail. In 
addition, we also particularly like the newly

Celebrating 25 years

St. Andrews



 After Scotland, Ireland is the 
world’s leading destination 
for international golf trips. 
While there are some obvious 
similarities between golf in 

the two countries, there are also important 
qualitative differences. Which has the better 
courses is strictly a matter of judgment, best 
left to the pundits to adjudicate. Scot-
land takes its historic role in the sport very 
seriously and a golf vacation there tends to 
be highly focused on the on-course experi-
ence. While Ireland is justifiably proud of its 
courses, it tends to consider the off-course 
activities of the vacation as of almost equal 
importance. Its clubhouses, pubs and eating 
establishments are usually fun places and the 
Irish genuinely enjoy chatting with visiting 
American golfers. 

For the purpose of planning a golf trip, 
Ireland can be divided into four discrete 
areas, each offering the possibility of at least 
a full week trip. Again depending on the time 
available for the vacation, these areas can 
be combined. However, while the Irish roads 
have very much improved in recent years, get-
ting from one area to another can be a time 
consuming exercise and needs to be taken 
into planning consideration. These areas are 
the Southwest, Dublin, Northern Ireland and 
the West of Ireland.

The Southwest 
The southwest consists of the area around the 
southwest coast of Ireland and includes the 
counties of Kerry, Cork and Limerick, south of 
the River Shannon, and County Clare, north 
of the river. The principle links golf courses in 
the area are Ballybunion, Waterville, Tralee, 
Dooks, Old Head south of the Shannon River 
and Lahinch and Doonbeg to the north of it. 
The Southwest of Ireland has a full range of 
accommodation options from five star resorts 
or castle hotels, to excellent four star hotels, 
to simpler inn style hotels and guesthouses. 

Turnberry

Old Head

Royal County Down
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 Outside of the United States, 
England has more golf 
courses than any other coun-
try in the world. Four of the 
nine courses on the current 

British Open rotation are located here. Yet 
England is not a major golfing destination 
for American golfers. This is an oversight 
which should be remedied, as England and 
Wales not only have outstanding golf facilities 
but, perhaps surprisingly, they also offer 
some excellent values for a truly memorable 
golfing experience. Two areas of England 
are particularly recommended for a golf 
vacation. These are the Kent Coast, south-
east of London and the Lancashire Coast 
in the northwest of the country.

The Kent Coast
Located in the southeast corner of England, 
Kent is one of what is known as the “Home-
Counties” because it borders Greater London. 
The course in the area of most interest to 
golfers is Royal St. Georges Golf Club, which 
hosted the 2011 British Open. This was the 
fourteenth Open played there since hosting 
the first Open ever played in England in 1894.  
However, St. Georges is just one of a number 
of fine links courses to be found along the 
Kent shoreline. While Kent is a relatively short 
distance from London, the county is scenic 
and a stay in the area with some sightseeing 
should be included in a trip there. 

Lancashire Coast
For most Americans of a certain age, the 
city of Liverpool is perhaps best known as 
the birthplace of the Beatles. However, in 
addition to that distinction it also has what 
is probably the finest collection of links 
courses right on its doorstep. These stretch 
one after the other along the sandy shore 
of the Irish Sea. Three of these are on the 
current rotation for the British Open. They 

are Royal Birkdale, Royal Lytham ~ 
St. Annes, and Royal Liverpool just south 
of the city. However, these are just the 
crown jewels for the area which includes 
splendid links courses like Hillside, South-
port ~ Ainsdale; Formby, Wallasey, and 
West Lancashire. All can be played based 
in Southport, a pleasant seaside resort 
town, north of Liverpool, which now has 
some excellent accommodation choices.

Wales
Located to the west of England, Wales, like 
Scotland and Ireland, is a Celtic country with 
its own unique language and culture of which 
it is particularly proud. However, in common 
with its neighbors, it has a full inventory of 
excellent golf courses. Perhaps not surpris-
ingly, the greatest concentration is to be 
found in southern Wales, around its capital 
city of Cardiff, with links courses laid out 
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A typical one week Southwest golf vacation 
will generally consist of three to four nights 
somewhere in the Killarney area and two to 
three in the Lahinch area. It must be empha-
sized that trips can always be customized to 
any particular specification.

Dublin 
As befitting the country’s capital, Dublin is 
surrounded by fine golf courses, including 
several fine links courses such as Portmar-
nock, Royal Dublin, the European, County 
Louth (Baltray) and The Island. There are 
two parkland courses of particular note – the
K Club where the Ryder Cup was played in 
2006 and Druids Glen which has hosted 
the Irish Open, an important event on the 
European PGA tour on several occasions. 
All of these courses are within an hour’s 
drive of the center of Dublin.

Northern Ireland 
Thanks to the exploits of Rory McElroy, 
Darren Clarke and Graeme McDowell, 
Northern Ireland has recently entered into 
the consciousness of serious golfers. And well 
it should, as in the Royal courses of Royal 
County Down and Royal Portrush, it has 
two of the most spectacular links courses in 
the world. Add the fine courses at Ardglass, 
Portstewart and Ballyliffin in Donegal, and 
an exceptional one week golfing vacation can 
be created in Northern Ireland.

West of Ireland 
By West of Ireland we mean that area 
between the Shannon River on the east and 
the Atlantic Ocean on the west, from Galway 
City north to southern Donegal. The courses 
in the area unquestionably qualify for the 
title of “hidden gems.” The West of Ireland 

Nefyn

England & Wales
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is the least discovered golfing area of Ireland, 
which also means that it offers the best values 
in the country. It also has a whole range of 
particularly fine links courses such as Conne-
mara, County Sligo (Rosses Point), Donegal 
(Murvagh), Inniscrone, and Carne. The area 
is also the location of Ashford Castle, one of 
the finest castle hotels in Europe, which is an 
excellent base for playing the region.

Ireland England & Wales

along the shore of the Bristol Chanel. Celtic 
Manor, a parkland course, which was the site 
for the 2010 Ryder Cup is located just to the 
east of the city. Also a highly recommended 
golf trip is circling the coast of Wales. This 
can be taken either clockwise or anticlock-
wise and offers a splendid one week golf 
vacation at excellent value. The courses on 
this route include such fine tracts as Royal 
Porthcawl, Pennard, Tenby, Aberdovey, 
Royal St. David’s, and Nefyn ~ District.

SCOTLAND continued from page 1 
opened Castle Course, one of seven, including 
the Old Course, managed by St. Andrews 
Links Trust. The Castle Course was designed 
by Scotsman David Kidd who made his 
name designing Bandon Dunes in Oregon. 
It should be noted that the famed golf 
resort of Gleneagles is also adjacent to the 
St. Andrews area.

Southwest Scotland 
The Southwest of Scotland is located due 
south of the city of Glasgow. Two of its courses, 
Turnberry and Royal Troon are on the 
current British Open roster. However, currently 
the Turnberry courses are open only to resort 
guests and therefore an overnight stay, at 
minimum, is required to play them. The other 
leading courses of Southwest are Western 
Gailes, Glasgow Gailes and Prestwick Golf 
Club which hosted the first Open in 1860. 
In addition, anyone who is serious about the 

game of golf should consider making the trip 
out of the Kintyre Peninsula to play the mag-
nificent courses at Machrihanish Golf Club. 

Highlands of Scotland 
The Highlands of Scotland, which cover most 
of the country north from St. Andrews, is the 
Scotland of lore and legend. This is a land of 
mountains, glens and forests and where kilts, 
tartans and single malts originated. Some of 
the finest links courses in the world are to be 
found along the eastern coast of the Scottish 
Highlands. These include Royal Dornoch, 
Brora, Nairn, Tain and Royal Aberdeen. 
Playing these courses takes golfers through 
some of the most breathtaking scenery in the 
British Isles.

Doonbeg

St. Annes

Royal Birkdale

Royal Aberdeen

NOTE: One of the 
world’s oldest and 
greatest classic links 
courses, Murfield, is 
located in Eastern 
Scotland in East Lothian. 

Murfield has hosted 
many major amateur 
and professional 
championships. 
It is available for play 
by non members 
on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.
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is the least discovered golfing area of Ireland, 
which also means that it offers the best values 
in the country. It also has a whole range of 
particularly fine links courses such as Conne-
mara, County Sligo (Rosses Point), Donegal 
(Murvagh), Inniscrone, and Carne. The area 
is also the location of Ashford Castle, one of 
the finest castle hotels in Europe, which is an 
excellent base for playing the region.

Ireland England & Wales
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city of Cardiff, with links courses laid out 
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A typical one week Southwest golf vacation 
will generally consist of three to four nights 
somewhere in the Killarney area and two to 
three in the Lahinch area. It must be empha-
sized that trips can always be customized to 
any particular specification.

Dublin 
As befitting the country’s capital, Dublin is 
surrounded by fine golf courses, including 
several fine links courses such as Portmar-
nock, Royal Dublin, the European, County 
Louth (Baltray) and The Island. There are 
two parkland courses of particular note – the
K Club where the Ryder Cup was played in 
2006 and Druids Glen which has hosted 
the Irish Open, an important event on the 
European PGA tour on several occasions. 
All of these courses are within an hour’s 
drive of the center of Dublin.

Northern Ireland 
Thanks to the exploits of Rory McElroy, 
Darren Clarke and Graeme McDowell, 
Northern Ireland has recently entered into 
the consciousness of serious golfers. And well 
it should, as in the Royal courses of Royal 
County Down and Royal Portrush, it has 
two of the most spectacular links courses in 
the world. Add the fine courses at Ardglass, 
Portstewart and Ballyliffin in Donegal, and 
an exceptional one week golfing vacation can 
be created in Northern Ireland.

West of Ireland 
By West of Ireland we mean that area 
between the Shannon River on the east and 
the Atlantic Ocean on the west, from Galway 
City north to southern Donegal. The courses 
in the area unquestionably qualify for the 
title of “hidden gems.” The West of Ireland 
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is the least discovered golfing area of Ireland, 
which also means that it offers the best values 
in the country. It also has a whole range of 
particularly fine links courses such as Conne-
mara, County Sligo (Rosses Point), Donegal 
(Murvagh), Inniscrone, and Carne. The area 
is also the location of Ashford Castle, one of 
the finest castle hotels in Europe, which is an 
excellent base for playing the region.

Ireland England & Wales

along the shore of the Bristol Chanel. Celtic 
Manor, a parkland course, which was the site 
for the 2010 Ryder Cup is located just to the 
east of the city. Also a highly recommended 
golf trip is circling the coast of Wales. This 
can be taken either clockwise or anticlock-
wise and offers a splendid one week golf 
vacation at excellent value. The courses on 
this route include such fine tracts as Royal 
Porthcawl, Pennard, Tenby, Aberdovey, 
Royal St. David’s, and Nefyn ~ District.

SCOTLAND continued from page 1 
opened Castle Course, one of seven, including 
the Old Course, managed by St. Andrews 
Links Trust. The Castle Course was designed 
by Scotsman David Kidd who made his 
name designing Bandon Dunes in Oregon. 
It should be noted that the famed golf 
resort of Gleneagles is also adjacent to the 
St. Andrews area.

Southwest Scotland 
The Southwest of Scotland is located due 
south of the city of Glasgow. Two of its courses, 
Turnberry and Royal Troon are on the 
current British Open roster. However, currently 
the Turnberry courses are open only to resort 
guests and therefore an overnight stay, at 
minimum, is required to play them. The other 
leading courses of Southwest are Western 
Gailes, Glasgow Gailes and Prestwick Golf 
Club which hosted the first Open in 1860. 
In addition, anyone who is serious about the 

game of golf should consider making the trip 
out of the Kintyre Peninsula to play the mag-
nificent courses at Machrihanish Golf Club. 

Highlands of Scotland 
The Highlands of Scotland, which cover most 
of the country north from St. Andrews, is the 
Scotland of lore and legend. This is a land of 
mountains, glens and forests and where kilts, 
tartans and single malts originated. Some of 
the finest links courses in the world are to be 
found along the eastern coast of the Scottish 
Highlands. These include Royal Dornoch, 
Brora, Nairn, Tain and Royal Aberdeen. 
Playing these courses takes golfers through 
some of the most breathtaking scenery in the 
British Isles.

Doonbeg

St. Annes

Royal Birkdale

Royal Aberdeen

NOTE: One of the 
world’s oldest and 
greatest classic links 
courses, Murfield, is 
located in Eastern 
Scotland in East Lothian. 

Murfield has hosted 
many major amateur 
and professional 
championships. 
It is available for play 
by non members 
on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.



Fine, interesting, golf courses 
are now to be found all over 
Europe. However, most may 
not be considered sufficiently 
different from those we play 

here in the United States to warrant a trip 
especially to play them. But for those people 
who want some golf built into any vacation 
they take, we can plan one with the most 
interesting courses in the area. There are, 
however, some exceptions to this general 
rule, and Portugal immediately springs to 
mind as a country that is worth visiting just 
to play golf. 

Portugal offers an all around superb golfing 
experience. The courses are magnificent, 
the atmosphere and weather warm and the 
cost is reasonable. Golf in Portugal is divided 
between two distinct areas – The Algarve on 
the south coast and the Estoril Coast just 
west of Lisbon. The Algarve was a backwater 
until it was developed into Portugal’s premier 
tourist area over the past forty years or so. 
It now has a full range of top quality resorts 
and golf courses. It is particularly popular 
with northern Europeans because of its mild 
winter climate. 

While most visiting American golfers tend 
to head to the better known Algarve, they 
make a big mistake if they don’t also include 
the Estoril Coast. This area is essentially a 
commuting suburb of Lisbon, the country’s 
capital and was throughout much of the 20th 
century the preferred place of residence for 
deposed European monarchs. It has some of 
the finest golf courses to be found anywhere 
in the world, including some pure links, 
worthy of Scotland or Ireland. Added to this, 
it is surrounded by beautiful countryside, 
2000 years of history and has close proximity 
to one of the world’s most charming capital 
cities. Estoril is also home to one of Europe’s 
largest casinos.

Spain is also a country which attracts 
its share of visiting golfers. These mostly 
visit the Costa del Sol on the south coast, 
which got a head start in the development 
of tourism and particularly golf courses. 
Its reputation was enhanced in 1997 when 
local club, Valderrama, became the first 
European Ryder Cup venue outside the 
United Kingdom. Valderrama is just one of 
a wide inventory of golf clubs and resorts.  
The other golfing area in Spain worthy of 
consideration is the Costa Brava, the coastal 
area between Barcelona, the Pyrenees and 
the French border. Golf is also a relatively 
recent arrival in the Costa Brava but a few of 
its courses, most notably PGA Catalunya, 
are alone worthy of a trip to play. 
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 It seems like every week players from the Southern Hemisphere are 
on the leader board of the PGA Tour. Most don’t read anything 
more into this other than that these countries obviously have excel-
lent golfing facilities on which their young players learned the game. 
We, of course, know that this is a fact and that golf has been played 

in these destinations for at least as long as in the United States. Increasingly 
we find that Americans are leaving the frigid Northern Hemisphere to travel 
to the warm Southern Hemisphere to indulge in their passion for the game. 
The added incentive is that each of these countries is a fascinating and 
exotic destination, well beyond its fine golf courses. We are happy to plan a 
memorable trip for you.

Argentina, Australia, New Zealand, 
and South Africa

Kauri Cliffs – New Zeland

�

While not viewed as primary golfing 
destinations, France and Italy are two 
other European destinations which offer 
fine golfing experiences. In each of these 
countries golf has been played since the 
early twentieth century when courses were 
laid out to attract wealthy British visitors. 
In France, Paris and all the most popular 
tourist areas around its coast, such as 
Normandy, Brittany, Bordeaux and the 
Riviera, have championship level golf 
courses, many of them with unique local 
characteristics. In Italy the main golfing 
areas are around Florence and around 
lakes Como, Garda and Maggiore in 
northern Italy. 

Chapelco – Argentina

Continental Europe

Sperone Golf Club – Corsica

Flamingos Golf Club – Spain

Terre Blanche, 
Four Seasons

Provence, France

Fancourt – South Africa

Experience the World of Golf
Let us arrange your next golf trip to Scotland, Ireland, England, Wales, Italy, France 
Portugal, Spain, South Africa, New Zealand or anywhere golf is played…
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Owenoak was founded in 

1987. We specialize in arranging 

customized leisure programs 

for discerning travelers. Our 

people are lifelong travel 

specialists with work experience 

in travel agencies, tour opera-

tions and international airlines. 

We are a leading tour operator 

for international golf travel and 

know our golf destinations 

intimately and understand the 

needs of the golf traveler. If all 

you want is to play as much 

golf as possible, stay at relatively 

simple accommodation, we can 

arrange that for you. If, however, 

other elements of a vacation 

such as quality hotels or inns, 

dining and sightseeing are an 

important part of the overall 

experience, we have the destina-

tion knowledge to arrange that 

for you as well.

800.426.4498

info@owenoak.com

 Scotland likes to call itself 
“The Home of Golf” but 
this does not do full justice 
to its place in the game. It 
indicates that the game of 

golf originated in Scotland and that it has 
the oldest courses in the world but it does 
not indicate the depth and quality of these 
courses. Yes, of course there is St Andrews 
but, in truth, outstanding courses are to be 
found throughout this fascinating country. 
Playing only in St. Andrews does not do 
justice to what Scotland has to offer. To 
facilitate the planning of your golf trip, 
we have divided Scotland into its three 
main golfing areas. These are St. Andrews, 
Southwest Scotland and the Highlands. 
These areas are not mutually exclusive 
but can be linked together, depending on 
available time. 

St. Andrews

With over thirty courses within easy driv-
ing distance of the town of St. Andrews, 
this area has the greatest concentration of 
courses to be found anywhere in Europe. 
However, all courses are not equal so 
some selection is required. Of course 
everyone wants to play the Old Course, 
but we also recommend the New Course, 
Kingsbarns, Carnoustie, and Crail. In 
addition, we also particularly like the newly

St. Andrews
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St. Andrews

With over thirty courses within easy driv-
ing distance of the town of St. Andrews, 
this area has the greatest concentration of 
courses to be found anywhere in Europe. 
However, all courses are not equal so 
some selection is required. Of course 
everyone wants to play the Old Course, 
but we also recommend the New Course, 
Kingsbarns, Carnoustie, and Crail. In 
addition, we also particularly like the newly

Celebrating 25 years

St. Andrews




